Iowa Administrative Code
Chapter 100 PRACTICE OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS, FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENTS, AND
CREMATION ESTABLISHMENTS

100.10(6) Disposition of cremated remains. If responsible, the funeral director shall supervise the
final disposition of the cremated remains as follows:
a. Cremated remains may be disposed of by placing them in a grave, crypt, or niche; by scattering
them in a scattering area as defined in these rules; or they may remain in the personal care and custody
of the authorized person. After supervising the transfer of cremated remains to the authorized person or
place of final disposition, the funeral director shall be discharged.
b. Upon the completion of the cremation process, the crematory shall release the cremated remains
to the funeral establishment or the authorized person or the authorized persons designee. Upon the
receipt of the cremated remains, the individual receiving them may transport them in any manner in this
state without a permit and may dispose of them in accordance with this rule. After releasing the cremated
remains, the crematory shall be discharged from any legal obligation or liability concerning the cremated
remains.
c. If, after a period of 60 days from the date of the cremation, the authorizing person or designee
has not instructed the funeral director to arrange for the final disposition of the cremated remains, the
funeral director may dispose of the cremated remains in any manner permitted by this rule. The funeral
establishment, however, shall keep a permanent record identifying the site of final disposition. The
authorizing person shall be responsible for reimbursing the funeral establishment for all reasonable
expenses incurred in disposing of the cremated remains. Any entity that was in possession of cremated
remains prior to the effective date of these rules may dispose of them in accordance with this rule.
d. Except with the express written permission of the authorizing person, no funeral director or
cremation establishment shall:
(1) Dispose of cremated remains in a manner or in a location so that the cremated remains are
commingled with those of another person. This prohibition shall not apply to the scattering of cremated
remains in an area located in a cemetery and used exclusively for those purposes.
(2) Place cremated remains of more than one person in the same temporary cremation container or
urn.
100.10(7) Scope of rules. These rules shall be construed and interpreted as a comprehensive
cremation statute, and the provisions of these rules shall take precedence over any existing laws
containing provisions applicable to cremation, but that do not specifically or comprehensively address
cremation.\\u19777 ?

